A co-operatively run NGO driven by the enthusiasm of its staff and volunteers to promote sustainable development in marginalized
communities throughout Ecuador and to promote Cultural Exchange for mutual benefit in our increasingly globalized world

Stay up to date with all the news at Yanapuma!
A bimonthly newsletter

Introduction
Summer time in Quito is a time of sunshine, virtually from early morning
until sunset, with temperatures around
25-27 F. and with little rain. On those
days when it does rain it is welcome to
refresh the dry grass and trees of the
city. By contrast, in Cuenca August is
the coldest month of the year and students who had studied in Quito beforehand arrived there with the same
clothes to find cloudy days and temperatures of around 15 F, even though
Cuenca is around 400 meters lower
than Quito!
In Quito, fter the busiest July that we
have ever had with over 42 students in
the school, numbers in August dropped
dramatically. Checking with other
schools and businesses in Quito we
learned that this was a general trend.
August is usually a slightly quieter
month than July, but this year the difference has been extreme, which
makes us tend to worry a bit about
what is in store for the rest of the year!
Our Quito Cultural program has been
particularly popular with a good number of students setting out each afternoon with a teacher to visit places of
historical and cultural interest around
Quito.
The school in Cuenca continues to
grow slowly. July was a busy month
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with up to 9 students taking classes –
not a huge number, but as we are still
training the teachers there it was a
struggle to handle that number.
We have been happy to count on the
help of Japanese visitor Yuuka Izu who
has been helping us with publicity, as
well as intern Myrthe Brekelmans who
took a couple of weeks from her internship in Quito to help out in Cuenca.

Yanapuma is a member of the AECEE
(Ecuadorian Association of Spanish
Schools), an organization made up of the
best Spanish language schools in Ecuador,
and dedicated to improving the standards
for Spanish tuition in Ecuador. You can visit
their website here:
www.ecuadorspanishschools-aecee.com

You can go on a virtual tour of our
school in Cuenca courtesy of the website ubicacuenca.com. Click here to
look
around:
http://
www.ubicacuenca.com/info/yanapuma
In the foundation, July 11 marked the
end of the first year of our project
funded by the Inter American Foundation. This project involves working
with farmers in 4 Tsa’chila comunas to
improve their cacao production, as well
as to create vegetable plots in local
schools and households to grow vegetables for consumption and sale, and
giving training in the inclusion of vegetables into the daily diet along with
hygiene and health workshops. You
can read more about this work on the
following pages.
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Spanish School News . . .
As previously indicated, July and August have seen a dramatic see-saw in numbers of students, something unprecedented in previous years. Checking with other schools, travel
agencies, and local hotels, we have heard the same story. We
are using the opportunity to continue to work on teacher
training and improving the materials for some of our programs, as well as to start looking ahead to next year and the
kinds of programs that we will be offering.
A busy July gave us the opportunity to offer a wide range of
activities and opportunities to our students to explore the rich
cultural and historical heritages of Quito and Cuenca.

Intern and Volunteer News . . .
At the end of August we said goodbye to Myrthe Brekelmans, a Belgian tourism student. She wor ked for 7
months on her thesis, investigating the identity of Yanapuma
as well as helping us with some research, and promotion for
the school in Cuenca. We wish her well in the future!
And right at the end of August we welcomed Fenner Hoell
from the US as a new group leader for the Leap group that
arrives at the start of September for 10 weeks of volunteering and adventure.
We were also happy to count on the help of two Ecuadorian
group leaders in July and August. University students Xavier Torres and Sara Tillería led the Leap group for us,
with excellent results.

During June and July we were very fortunate to count on the
help of Milenko Fadic, an American/Ecuadorian, currently
studying finance in Paris. Milenko spent two months stationed with the Tsa’chila in Bua where he helped the cacaoteros as well as working to create a brochure for the
crafts that are being produced at Shinopi Bolón cultural center in Bua.
On 1 July a group of 20 volunteers from the Leap UK arrived to start a 6-week program. After a couple of days in
Quito for orientations the group headed off to the community of Chilcapamba near Otavalo in the Andes north of Quito.
There they spent 3 weeks working as volunteers for the
community, helping with . . .
Individual Spanish class at our school in Quito

One weekend was spent in Chilcapamba, giving the group
time to explore their surroundings, including trips to Cuicocha Lake and Peguche Waterfall, as well as a weekend in
the cloud-forest Mindo.
After returning briefly to Quito the group split into those
going off to volunteer in the Galapagos Islands for 3 weeks
and the rest who went off to the Tsa’chila community of
Bua. In the Galapagos, volunteers worked on 2 environmental projects on the island of San Cristobal, helping to eradicate invasisve species of flora and help native species to reestablish themselves.
During July we also hosted 7 groups from Outlook Expeditions of Wales. Groups volunteered in Sinchi Aqua
Kichwa women’s project, various Tsa’chila communities
and Chilcapamba community in the sierra.

Did you know . . . ???
If you are keen to preserve the Spanish you have learned
at Yanapuma or continue to expand your Spanish speaking abilities once you have returned home, why not take classes online with us?

The entrance to our school in Cuenca

We offer a free trial class for those interested in finding
out how it all works. Visit our website and navigate to the
Online Spanish Classes page. Click on the link to sign up for
your free trial class, and check us out!
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Foundation News . . .
On completion of the first year of our project funded by the
Inter American Foundation we submitted a report on the
second semester’s activities which you can read on our website: http://yanapuma.org/pdf/FIA13.pdf
Progress on this project is slow but steady, with 71 farmers
now involved in improving their cacao production sustainably. The ½-1 hectare plots on each farm will begin to produce a reasonable crop in the 4th year, and we hope that the
results will encourage them to sow a larger area on their
farms in the future. Production of improved national varieties of cacao that have a
much finer aroma than
modern clones is being
promoted by the Ecuadorian government to create
a reputation for Ecuador
as a major producer of
quality cacao, and a major
producer of the final product – chocolate.

After the return visit of Lisa Hoffman and Jennifer Wilson,
from the US, in June and July, to spend time in Los Naranjos
with the Tsa’chila, we are happy to be collaborating with
them to arrange for a Tsa’chila youth, Wilmer Aguavil, to
visit them in the US. We expect to have an interesting time
getting the visa arranged! In addition, Lisa and Jennifer created a book of medicinal plants that is being printed out for
sale, with the proceeds helping the community.
Estero de Plátano
Two new interns arrived from Union College in New York,
Andrew Vinales and Jacqui Smith. At the star t of August
they travelled out to Estero de Plátano to begin working there
with the scholarship students as well as with various community groups to promote community development.
Estero de Plátano is a very welcoming community with a very
laid-back lifestyle. While it is a great place to spend time, it
can be very frustrating trying to make progress with projects
there, something that many previous interns have experienced
during their time there.

For the Tsa’chila, seeing is believing. We laughed wryly
after 3 years of struggling in the comuna of Bua to create
and maintain a demonstration plot of around 1 hectare, when
the Tsa’chila farmers, on seeing how good the production
was, criticized us for not making them sow more hectares
from the very start!
One of the things that
needs to happen at the
national level in the next
few years is for sound
market mechanisms to
be put in place to reward
producers of a superior
quality. Right now the
tendency is for all cacao
to be lumped together for sale. As the modern clones tend to
yield more, farmers have sown this because they will receive more for it, even though the quality is low. But once
there is an incentive through increased demand and price for
quality cacao, sustainably or organically produced, then
farmers will begin to respond in greater numbers by sowing
the preferred varieties. We are determined to help the
Tsa’chila be part of this trend and to gain a reputation as
producers of top-quality cacao.

Source

$$

Donation News . . .
Peyton Watson came to our Quito school as a student in
July, bringing with him 30 backpacks that he had gathered
through a fundraiser at his local church community in the
US. On Tuesday 13th of August these were donated to the
project for street children in Quito – CENIT to be distributed
to the children who have to work for a living. They will be
given out in September when the children start school – and
we have been promised photos then!
In kind

Fundación Inter Americana:

$ 65.150,00

$ 0,00

Yanapuma - contribución directo:
Yanapuma - contribución indirecto
por medio de otras organizaciones:

$ 26.093,00

$ 1.544,00

$ 384,00

$ 39.740,00

Total:

$ 91.627,00

$ 41.284,00

The table above shows a summary of the financing for the IAF project during the first
year, with the respective contributions of the IAF and Yanapuma
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